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Popilius approached, and, shortening his sword, stabbed
him in the throat. Cicero gave a clucking sob and fell
backwards. The slaves wailed and threw themselves on the
ground. Popilius lost his nerve and stood over the body,
hacking at the head. He must sever it. And the hands too*
Fulvia had offered a reward for the hands. The head and
hands were to be spiked on the Rostra from which Cicero had
spoken in abuse of her husbands, and she had sworn to pierce
the villainous tongue with her needle. He had defamed three
husbands of hers, and she would pierce his tongue.

Popilius hacked the head off at last, sweating as if he'd
run for miles. Harshly he bade a soldier remove the hands.

Then he tossed the head to another of the soldiers, who
tore down the litter-curtain for a wrap. Popilius breathed
loudly and wiped his hands on some grass. It wasn't the
reward he wanted. He wanted his name to go down in
history. Now he'd claim the right to set up his bust with
a wreath on the head, next to Cicero's full-length statue.
He wouldn't deny that Cicero was the greater man; a bust
would suffice, but a bust he must have.

WHEN Popilius arrived in Rome he found Antonius presiding
over an electoral meeting. Antonius looked at the dead
face of his enemy, and said, "Now let there be an end of
proscribing."

But a few words couldn't stop the slaying.

Later, hearing the whole story, he ordered that the slave
who had betrayed Cicero should be handed over to Pomponia,
the widow of Cicero's brother; and Pomponia, being a bad-
tempered woman who had loathed her husband and brother-
in-law, saw that the slave died painfully, grilling slices of his
own flesh and eating them.

CALLUS flung himself down on the bed. Amos had called
at the flat which Gallus had now taken, and informed him
that Kami had borne a baby-girl. " Exactly like her," said
Amos, " except that everyone says the eyes and nose and chin
are like mine. Never has there been such a successful birth.
All the women that came to lend her their amulets said so.
I myself bought her at great cost a stone from the Jordan